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On July 26, 2015, the nation celebrated the 25th
anniversary of the signing of the Americans with
Disabilities Act (ADA) by President George H.W.
Bush. Disability Network/Michigan, the Statewide
Independent Living Council, Michigan Disability
Rights Coalition, Michigan Developmental Disabilities
Council and the Office of State ADA Compliance are hosting a statewide celebration of the 25th
anniversary of the ADA on September 17, 2015 from 11:00 a.m. – 2:00 p.m. on the lawn of the
Michigan Capitol in Lansing. You are invited you to join in this historic event as we celebrate, educate
and advocate.
The celebration will feature vendors, speakers, performances and a diverse group of participants.
The ARC Michigan will be among the vendors. We are anticipating over 500 supporters to join us
from across Michigan’s 83 counties. Lieutenant Governor Brian Calley will be speaking.

Follow the event

https://www.facebook.com/pages/
ADA-Michigan/926153284090954?fref=ts

https://twitter.com/MichiganADA25
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Michigan Lieutenant. Governor
Brian Calley Highlights Need for
Better Special Education Programs
Written By: Lisa Cook-Gordon, Co-Director Michigan Family Voices
After 9 town halls, nearly 2000 survey responses, Michigan families
have been heard. On Tuesday September 8, 2015 Lieutenant
Governor Brian Calley shared with Michigan’s State Board of
Education his findings highlighting the need for better special
education programs in Michigan. He told the Board that the
current system is often failing students, leaving them unprepared
for transition after age 26, and that students are being subjected
to extreme unemployment. Calley recently gathered feedback
from parents and teachers involved in special education, through
a statewide listening tour, which officially concluded in Detroit
last week with its tenth stop, and an online survey. Among his
suggestions for improvement: more individualized education plans, and better support for parents,
including access to more resources. Your voice is needed!
Should you have any questions please contact him via email
at Brian.Calley@Michigan.gov.
For more information about his findings visit:
http://www.michigan.gov/documents/snyder/
CalleyPresentationToStateBoardofEducation_Sept82015_499324_7.pdf
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Transportation Funding:
What does all the press really mean?
Written by: Chris Simmons, Michigan Statewide Independent Living Council Policy Coordinator
For many people, thinking about their travel choice
is easy: get everyone in the car and go. However,
you may be noticing some “cracks” in that idea.
Road conditions in many parts of the state are so
bad that they are damaging vehicles. Buses are
running slower, if at all, and tend to be older and
break down. Our sidewalks are crumbling unless
they are right next to new construction. For many
people, the best way to get something done may
be to log on their computer and never leave the
house!
There are two parts of this puzzle that are coming together to cause these problems. First, at
the federal level, the dollars aren’t there for needed projects. The federal portion of the gas tax
hasn’t been raised since 1993, and the fund that those dollars go to now spends more than it
takes in. Second, at the state level, with the failure of Proposition 1 last spring, the Legislature
has been debating a new transportation funding package. No details are yet finalized on a
package, but everyone agrees that they are aiming for about a billion dollars in new yearly
funding.
What does this mean for the average person? You can expect road projects needed for safety
reasons, emergencies, and using local money to continue to be done. Some of the bigger
reconstruction projects, however, will probably be put off until funding is more certain. Transit
agencies will continue to slow down the replacement of their buses or cut routes, and we
should expect that expensive services like paratransit or Dial-A-Ride services will continue to
be reduced. We cannot expect much improvement for pedestrian or bike projects, regardless of
their worth, until the funding is more certain.
If transportation, especially for those who are dependent on transit for work or medical needs,
is important to you, I’d urge you to get informed. There are a number of advocacy organizations
at both the state and national level who can give you a good explanation on what is needed and
being negotiated. Transportation 4 America has an on-going blog that describes the national
transportation bills. At the state level, Trans4M is an advocacy organization for ensuring that
state funding goes to all modes of transportation. In the end, our elected officials will respond
to what you put in front of them as a priority. If this is a priority for you, get informed and let
them hear your voice!

page 3

family linkages

•

volume 2 issue 13

•

Fall 2015

Achieving a Better life Experience (ABLE Act)
Written by: Brett Williams Public Policy Analysts, Michigan Developmental Disabilities Council
Recently, there has been an extraordinary amount of interest in the passing
and implementation of ABLE legislation throughout the state and country.
With this interest, raises many questions, especially for people with
disabilities, as to what is the ABLE Act and how it will impact my life?
The ABLE Act is a law that was signed by President Obama last December
that will allow people with disabilities to establish a 529 type savings
account, (529(a) account) that gives the account holder the ability to save
up to $100,000 and not lose their SSA/SSDI benefits. Another important
feature of this savings account is that contributions made to a person’s
ABLE account are tax deductible up to a specific amount. Once a person
has access of $100,000 in their account, their SSA/SSDI benefits will be
“suspended” until the account balance dips below the $100,000 threshold.
Each state will have the option to implement ABLE legislation as well as establish contribution limits up to
the federal guidelines of $14,000 annually. States also have the flexibility of deferring the establishment of
an ABLE statute within their state and contact with another state to allow cross boarder contributions and
disbursements. Each state also has the flexibility to set maximum account balances.
Currently, 41 states including the District of Columbia have introduced, passed, or enacted ABLE legislation.
Michigan is within those states that have legislation pending. Under Michigan’s pending legislation, a person
will be able to make annual contributions into an able account of up to $5,000 (single) or $10,000 (married
couple). The account beneficiary may withdraw money from the account without being labeled as a taxable
income if used for “disability related expenditures.”
Under the federal Notice of Proposed Rule Making (NPRM) the definition of “disability related expenditures”
is loosely defined under categorical uses such as “education” “housing” and healthcare items related to a
person’s disability that are not covered by Medicare or Medicaid. An example of this type of expenditure
is outlined in the NPRM “Example. B, an individual, has a medically determined mental impairment that
causes marked and severe limitations on her ability to navigate and communicate. A smart phone would
enable B to navigate and communicate more safely and effectively, thereby helping her to maintain her
independence and to improve her quality of life. Therefore, the expense of buying, using, and maintaining
a smart phone that is used by B would be considered a qualified disability expense.” The loose definitions
are designed to accommodate for a wide range of options for the beneficiary of the account to enhance
and improve their overall health and lifestyle and not risk losing their level of benefits.
Some additional features that are specific to Michigan’s legislation include raising the maximum account
balance of a 529 type account from $235,000 to $500,000, there must be a financial literacy component for
people to understand their investment portfolio, notices to the beneficiaries of the account of deposits that
would exceed the pre-established account thresholds, as well as the suspension, rather than termination,
of state benefits if the account exceeds the $100,000 cap.
For more information on ABLE account legislation in Michigan as well as other developmental
disability related issues, please contact Michigan Developmental Disabilities Council at
mdhhs-dd-council@michigan.gov or call 517-335-3158.
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Social Security and Children
with Disabilities
Written by: Jonathan Goings, U of M Flint Graduate Student MPH
Social security provides a broad range of online & in office services to include:
applying for disability, retirement, Medicare, extra help in prescription costs,
spousal benefits, child benefits, checking the status of a pending application,
and appeals. (Visit: www.ssa.gov for more information about services and
benefits offered by SSA).
The Social Security Administration (SSA) as we know it today, started out as a Social Security Board (SSB),
which was created August 14, 1935 when President Roosevelt signed the Social Security Act. By July
16, 1946, the SSB was called the Social Security Administration (SSA). The Social Security Act was to
provide benefits for those to retire, child benefits for those with disabled or deceased parents, and disability
benefits. We now have over 1,400 offices and have a presence in U.S. embassies around the globe.
When a parent becomes disabled or passes away, the SSA provides benefits to help stabilize the family’s
financial future. Your child may be eligible for benefits if he or she is your biological child, adopted child, or
dependent stepchild. Social Security Disability Insurance (SSDI) & Supplemental Security Income (SSI) are
two programs that are aimed to provide children with benefits. SSDI benefits are for children whose parents
meet the insured status of SSA’s guidelines for being disabled, retired, or if a parent passed. (Note: Insured
status means that an individual has earned enough quarters of coverage to qualify for insured status).
For a better understanding of insured status, visit: http://www.socialsecurity.gov/OP_Home/handbook/
handbook.02/handbook-0208.html
To obtain supplemental security income (SSI), a child who is disabled must meet these conditions:
The child must have a physical or mental condition(s) that very seriously limits his or her activities; and
the condition(s) must --have lasted, or be expected to last, at least 1 year or result in death.
If your child is eligible for SSI, he/she, depending upon the state may also be eligible for Medicaid as well. If
your child is not eligible for SSI, he or she may be still eligible to get Medicaid. Depending upon the family’s
resources and income, Children’s Health Insurance Program (SCHIP) can provide you with assistance in
obtaining medical coverage. If you are an adult with disability, your minor child may be eligible for benefits and
may continue to receive benefits until age 18. Contact your local social security office for more information
about continuing benefits to age 19. To locate an office near you visit: https://secure.ssa.gov/ICON/main.jsp
Important facts about student benefits and SSA:
Who can receive student benefits?
•
In general, children of retired, deceased, or disabled beneficiaries who remain full-time students.
(May be payable to age 19)
•

Is attending at least 20 hours weekly and carries a full-time student workload.

An SSA-1372BK form has to be signed by the student and school official.
For more information regarding students, visit:
http://www.socialsecurity.gov/schoolofficials/faqs_students.htm#a0=9
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Workforce Investment Opportunity Act (WIOA)
Written By: Lisa Cook-Gordon, Co-Director Michigan Family Voices
With the passage of the Workforce Innovation and Opportunity
Act (WIOA), Congress has reauthorized the Workforce Investment
Act of 1998 (WIA), including the Rehabilitation Act, through
2020. The legislation will reform and strengthen the workforce
investment system of our country, put Americans back to
work and make the United States more competitive in the 21st
century. President Obama commented on the bill’s passage:
it “will help workers, including workers with disabilities, access employment, education, job
driven training, and support services that give them the chance to advance their careers and
secure the good jobs of the future.”
WIOA has the potential for significant advancement in employment of people with disabilities.
Here are a few details about the expected impact:
• Increased Vocational Rehabilitation (VR) agency’s role in transition
• Limitations on sub-minimum wage
• Requirement for formal cooperative agreement between VR and state
Medicaid and Intellectual or Developmental Disability (IDD) agencies
• Changes in definition of supported employment
Representatives from VR, IDD, intermediate school districts, mental health agencies, Centers
for independent living and advocacy organizations have been meeting to address these points.
As well as, determine how Michigan will implement WIOA to advance employment for youth
and adults with disabilities. Their focus will especially target performance indicators, youth
eligibility and programming changes.
To learn more about WIOA visit the Institute for Community Inclusion site:
http://www.communityinclusion.org/article.php?article_id=382
and the U.S. Department of Labor’s Training and Employment Notice:
http://wdr.doleta.gov/directives/corr_doc.cfm?DOCN=3556.
For more Information specific to changes in the Rehabilitation Act
visit the Department of Education website:
http://www2.ed.gov/about/offices/list/osers/rsa/publications/wioa-changes-to-rehab-act.pdf
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Date: September 21, 2015
Time: 11:00am -2:00pm
Location:
capital Area Career Center
611Hagadorn Rd.
Mason, Ml 48854

Cost:FREE
Lunch will be provided!
Space Is llmlted!
To re11ster:
Contact Tracy Vincent at
vlncentt1@mlchigan.gov
or call 517-335-3155
to reserve your seat!
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ADVOCACY/LEADERSHIP
TRAINING OPPORTUNITY
COMING SOON TO SOUTHEAST MICHIGAN!
Leaders in Policy Advocacy (LIPA) is a leadership development program for adults with developmental
disabilities and parents of minor children with developmental disabilities. The project trains and
supports participants to become leaders in the disability rights movement. It is funded by the
Michigan Developmental Disabilities Council and administered by The Arc Michigan.
Topics include:
•

Disability History

•

Inclusive Education

•

Assistive Technology & Social Media

•

Self-determination and Alternatives to Guardianship

•

Person-centered Planning

•

Access to Housing and Employment

•

Benefits and Systems of Support

•

Systems Change

Participation in LIPA requires a significant time commitment. Six (6) weekend sessions begin on
Fridays at 12:30 pm and end for the day at 9 p.m. The class resumes at 8:30 a.m. on Saturdays
and concludes at 3:00 p.m. There is no cost to participate in the training. Participants will be asked
to share a hotel room with another class member, if lodging is needed. Meals will be provided,
including to caregivers, and participants will be reimbursed for mileage to and from the training
sessions. No child care will be provided on site, however, assistance with the cost of child care
may be available.
The Leaders class will be offered October 2015-March 2016. Application deadline is
September 15, 2015. Venue to be announced soon.
Dates:
October 9 and 10, 2015
November 13 and 14, 2015
December 4 and 5, 2015
January 8 and 9, 2016

To apply, go to http://www.arcmi.org/new/lipa.htm, where
you can complete an application form online or download
and print one to fill out and mail in. Please contact Project
Coordinator Salli Christenson if you have questions or need
help in applying. She can be reached at 1-800-292-7851,
ext. 130, or salli.c@arcmi.org

February 5 and 6, 2016
March 4 and 5, 2016
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ADVOCACY/LEADERSHIP
INVOLVEMENT OPPORTUNITY
Michigan Alliance for Families is planning our future work throughout the state. Stakeholders’ meeting
will bring together families with children receiving special education and/or early intervention services
for networking, dialogue, and planning and the members of the community that support them.
September 24, 2015
10:00 a.m. - 12:00 p.m. or 6:00 p.m. - 8:00 p.m.
Redford Community Center
12121 Hemingway
Redford, MI 48239
Register with Barbara Wright at (313) 557-8780 or
online at: www.michiganallianceforfamilies.org/rsvp
October 5, 2015
1:30pm – 3:30 p.m. EST or 6:30 p.m. – 8:30 p.m. EST
Marquette Alger RESA
321 E Ohio Street
Marquette, MI 49855
Register with Lisa Casper at (906) 483-0442 or lisa@michiganallianceforfamilies.org or
online at www.michiganallianceforfamilies.org/rsvp
October 7, 2015
1:00 p.m. – 3:00 p.m. CST
Ironwood Carnegie Library
235 E. Aurora Street
Ironwood, MI 49938
Register with Lisa Casper at (906) 483-0442 or lisa@michiganallianceforfamilies.org or
online at www.michiganallianceforfamilies.org/rsvp
October 7, 2015
5:00 p.m. – 7:00 p.m. CST
Gogebic Community College Lundquist Center
E4946 Jackson Road
Ironwood, MI 49938
Register with Lisa Casper at (906) 483-0442 or lisa@michiganallianceforfamilies.org or
online at www.michiganallianceforfamilies.org/rsvp
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Advocacy and Empowerment
across the UP
A Mini‐Conference for Families
and Individuals with Disabilities
November 2, 2015
9:00 am – 3:30 pm
Marquette‐Alger RESA
321 East Ohio Street
Marquette, MI 49855

MichiganAllianceforFamilies
information, support, and education

This FREE mini-conference is designed
for families, students, caregivers, support
parents, foster parents, educators, health care
professionals, social workers, community
agency representatives and others serving
children and individuals with disabilities birth
to age twenty-six to grow in their knowledge
of advocacy and empowerment, employment
options, rights and responsibilities for
education, Medicaid and mental health,
supported decision-making (including rethinking guardianship), and transition.

Lunch will be provided.
To Register For This Conference Visit:
http://svy.mk/1LkZmBE
For more information calls SPEAKS at (906) 635-8984.
A Leadership Opportunities Session will be held from 3:45 pm – 4:15 pm. This session will
allow individuals and families to learn about available leadership opportunities.
page 10
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COLLABORATIVE LEARNING OPPORTUNITIES IN 2015
Building Blocks of Pride: Disability Pride
September 18, 2015
9:30 a.m. – 12:30 p.m.
Jerry L. White Center
14804 West McNichols
Detroit, MI 48235
http://svy.mk/1WVNrmQ

Parent and Educator Partnerships Building
Collaborative Communication Skills Together
October 28, 2015
9:00 a.m. – 3:00 p.m.
Clare-Gladwin RESD
4041 E. Mannsiding Road
Clare, MI 48617
http://svy.mk/1MRNQSu

Everything My Child Needs to Know About
Sexuality
September 21, 2015
4:00 p.m. - 7:00 p.m.
Wayne RESA
Boyd’s Auditorium
33500 Van Born Road
Wayne, MI 48184
http://svy.mk/1zjfgZG

Discipline for Students on IEPs
November 4, 2015
9:00 a.m. – 3:00 p.m.
Lewis Cass ISD
61682 Dailey Road
Cassopolis, MI 49031
https://es.surveymonkey.com/r/THVC3M6

Parent and Educator Partnerships Building
Collaborative Communication Skills Together
September 23, 2015
9:00 a.m. – 3:00 p.m.
Otsego District Public Library
401 Dix Street
Otsego, MI 49078
http://svy.mk/1MRNQSu

Understanding My Mental Health and Medicaid
Rights
November 9, 2015
9:00 a.m. – 1:00 p.m.
Genesee ISD Davis Education Center Conference
Room ABCD
2413 West Maple Avenue
Flint, MI 48507
http://svy.mk/1KbKRpg

Discipline for Students on IEP’s
October 7, 2015
9:00 a.m. - 3:00 p.m.
Family Resource Center
1901 Maple Street
Saginaw, MI 48602
https://es.surveymonkey.com/r/THVC3M6

Everything My Child Needs to Know About
Sexuality
November 10, 2015
9:00 a.m. – 3:00 p.m.
Washtenaw ISD
1819 South Wagner Road
Ann Arbor, MI 48106
http://svy.mk/1zjfgZG

Parent and Educator Partnerships Building
Collaborative Communication Skills Together
October 12, 2015
9:00 a.m. – 3:00 p.m.
Jerry L. White Center
14804 W. McNichols
Detroit MI, 48235
http://svy.mk/1MRNQSu

Team Up for Your Child ROAD MAP
November 11, 2015
9:00 a.m. – 3:00 p.m.
Family Resource Center
1901 Maple Street
Saginaw, MI 48602
http://svy.mk/1KbLbnT

Family Voices on Committees and Councils
October 14, 2015
10:00 a.m. – 1:00 p.m.
Family Resource Center
1901 Maple Street
Saginaw, MI 48602
http://svy.mk/1EnWdnG

Discipline for Students on IEPs
November 23, 2015
6:00 p.m. – 9:00 p.m.
Rochester African American Parent Network
Rochester Community Schools
501 West University
Rochester, MI 48307
https://es.surveymonkey.com/r/THVC3M6
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Understanding My Mental Health and Medicaid Rights
December 1, 2015
10:00 a.m. – 2:00 p.m.
Adrian Public Library
143 E. Maumee Street
Adrian, MI 49221
http://svy.mk/1KbKRpg
Discipline for Students on IEPs
December 2, 2015
9:00 a.m. – 3:00 p.m.
St Clair County RESA
499 Range Road
Marysville, MI 48040
https://es.surveymonkey.com/r/THVC3M6
Team Up for Your Child ROAD MAP
December 10, 2015
9:00 a.m. – 3:00 p.m.
CMU Bovee University Center- Mackinaw Room
103 Preston Street
Mount Pleasant, MI 48859
http://svy.mk/1KbLbnT
Family Voices on Committees & Councils
December 11, 2015
Clare Gladwin RESD
4041 E. Mannsiding Road
Clare, MI 48617
http://svy.mk/1EnWdnG

Who Should Attend Collaborative Learning Opportunities?
Individuals and family members of young children, teen and young adults with special needs/disabilities (including: youth
guardians; adoptive, biological, foster and step-parents, domestic parents who co-parent, grandparents, siblings, aunts/
uncles, nieces/nephews, cousins, neighbors, religious leaders, and others who person defines as a family member),
organizations and service providers of families of young children, teen, young adults, and individuals with disabilities
We encourage individuals and families to invite people who provide support and services to you and your family. Providers
are encouraged to invite individuals and families you support and serve. Forming partnerships between people served and
those providing services is crucial in building collaboration and partnering in decision-making at all levels with individuals
and families of children and youth with special needs/disabilities.
For More Information about Collaborative Learning Opportunities contact:
Michigan Family Voices at (800) 292-7851 extension 427 or info@michiganfamilyvoices.org
Visit the Michigan Family Voices Website for most
updated advocacy, leadership, and learning opportunities at:
http://michiganfamilyvoices.org

http://on.fb.me/1UgikhK

http://bit.ly/1JmU9ZD
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