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Mandatory Standardized Mental Health Assessments:
MichiCANS and LOCUS Billing, Training, & Continuity of Care

Date posted: Sept. 29, 2026
What You Need to Know

o UPHP is implementing the Michigan Department of Health and Human Services
(MDHHS)-required MichiCANS and LOCUS assessment tools to support
standardized behavioral health assessments for Medicaid members.

o Providers should register for the required training and certification as soon as
possible.

o Providers should defer administering and billing the MichiCANS (Hooo2 7Y) and
LOCUS (Hoo31 WX) assessment codes until the applicable training and
certification requirements have been completed.

e Providers may continue to provide and bill for other covered behavioral health
services while completing training,.

o Providers should retain documentation of training registration and completion in
accordance with their standard record retention practices and support any future
verification requests.

e Additional implementation guidance will be shared as it becomes available.

Standardized Behavioral Health Assessment Requirements

To support consistent assessment of behavioral health needs and align with guidance
from the Michigan Department of Health and Human Services (MDHHS), Upper
Peninsula Health Plan (UPHP) is implementing standardized behavioral health
assessment requirements for participating behavioral health providers serving UPHP
Medicaid members. These assessments support consistent evaluation of member needs
and appropriate levels of care across the behavioral health system.

For members under age 21, providers are expected to utilize the Michigan Child and
Adolescent Needs and Strengths (MichiCANS) Screener through Care Connect 360
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(CC360). For members age 21 and older, providers are expected to utilize the Level of
Care Utilization System (LOCUS) assessment.

These requirements apply to Medicaid-enrolled behavioral health professionals whose
scope of practice includes completion of behavioral health assessments.

UPHP recognizes that implementation of these changes may require time for training
and workflow adjustments and is committed to supporting providers throughout this
transition. Providers must complete the applicable MDHHS training and certification
requirements before administering and billing these assessment tools. Given current
training enrollment volumes and scheduling limitations, providers are encouraged to
register for the earliest available training opportunity as soon as possible. Until training
and certification have been completed, providers should defer administering and billing
the applicable MichiCANS and LOCUS assessment codes.

To support compliance efforts, providers should retain documentation of training
registration, attendance, certification completion, and related correspondence in
accordance with their standard record retention practices. UPHP will continue to
communicate additional implementation guidance and expectations as further direction
becomes available from MDHHS.

1. Core Billing Structure & Rates

The MichiCANS and LOCUS assessments are billed as standalone codes using specific
HCPCS procedures and modifier combinations. They are not add-on codes.
Reimbursement rates are determined by the rendering provider's credential type.

MichiCANS Screener (Members up to Age 21)

Completed via Care Connect 360 (CC360)
o Code: Ho002
« Modifier: 7Y

LOCUS Assessment (Members Age 21 and Older)

Available through the American Association for Community Psychiatry (AACP) portal
e Code: Hoo31

e Modifier: WX
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UPHP Reimbursement Rate Schedule per Assessment

Provider Type Modifier Rate
Psychiatrist / Physician AF $109.89
Nurse Practitioner / Physician Assistant SA $50.20
Psychologist AH $40.04
Master's Level Clinician* HO $27.69

*Includes MSW, LLMSW, LPC, LLPC, and LLMFT.

2, Service & Caseload Continuity
There is no disruption to active patient care or standard outpatient billing.
Standard Services Remain Reimbursable

Providers may continue to see Medicaid, MIChild, and MICH members and bill for
covered outpatient behavioral health services, including therapy sessions, crisis
interventions, and standard evaluations using established CPT codes such as 90834,

90837, and 90791.
Assessment-Specific Billing Requirements

Claims submitted for the MichiCANS (Hooo2 7Y) and LOCUS (Hoo31 WX) assessment
codes require completion of the applicable state training and certification. Providers
may continue providing and billing for other covered behavioral health services while
working toward certification.

3. Training and Certification Requirements
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Completion of the required training and certification is necessary before administering
and billing these assessment services. Standard assessment training is available at no
cost and may qualify for CME or CEU credits.

MDHHS has established standardized training and certification pathways for clinicians,
including private practices and independent health plan providers, to support consistent
statewide implementation and participation in the applicable registries.

MichiCANS Pathway

Providers must complete the 3.5-hour Transformational Collaborative Outcomes
Management (TCOM) Orientation before taking the 3.5-hour MichiCANS Overview
Training. Providers should review the official MDHHS MichiCANS Registration Guide
to establish their account on the TCOM Training Portal. Following both courses,
providers must successfully complete the state's vignette-based certification
examination.

LOCUS Pathway

Providers must complete the online, self-paced modular training pathway established by
MDHHS.

Providers should review the MDHHS LOCUS Account Setup Instructions to register for
a free account on the AACP LOCUS Online Platform.

4. Frequently Asked Questions (FAQ)

Q: Can I still be reimbursed for screenings if I haven't finished the training
yet?

A: Training completion and successful certification are required before reimbursement
for these assessment codes can occur. Providers who are still completing the training
process should defer administering and billing these assessment codes until certification
is complete.

Q: Do I need to submit certificates of completion to UPHP to prove I am
certified?

A: No manual submission to UPHP is required. UPHP receives certification information
through established state and vendor processes and may validate certification status as
part of claims review.



UPHPs~ S—

UPPER PENINSULA HEALTH PLAN

Q: How is certification status verified?

A: Access to applicable assessment systems may be contingent upon completion of
required certification activities. UPHP may also validate certification status through
established state and vendor reporting processes.

Q: Who is allowed to perform these assessments?

A: Assessments must be completed by a Medicaid-enrolled Qualified Mental Health
Professional (QMHP), Child Mental Health Professional (CMHP), or Qualified
Intellectual Disability Professional (QIDP) whose scope of practice includes mental
health needs assessment. Master's-level limited licensed providers (LLPCs, LLMSWs,
and LLMFTs) may administer these assessments when appropriately enrolled in
CHAMPS and linked to their supervising provider as required.

UPHP recognizes the important work providers perform in supporting our members
and appreciates your partnership in implementing these statewide assessment
requirements. We are committed to sharing additional information and resources as
they become available and to supporting providers throughout this transition.

Next Steps for Providers
1. Register for Training

Enroll in the earliest available MichiCANS and/or LOCUS training session applicable to
your practice.

2. Complete Certification Prior to Billing Assessment Codes

Providers should complete all required training and certification activities before
administering and billing the applicable assessment codes.

3. Maintain Training Documentation

Retain records of training registration, attendance, and certification completion in
accordance with your standard record retention practices and to support any future
verification requests.

4. Verify CHAMPS Status
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Ensure all rendering providers, including limited licensed clinicians, are appropriately

enrolled in CHAMPS and linked to the correct supervising provider to help prevent
claims processing issues.

For questions regarding these requirements or assessment-related billing inquiries,
please contact UPHP Provider Relations at ProviderRelations@uphp.com.





